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READING & WRITING PARENT 

INFORMATION: 

TUESDAY 11 MAY, 7.30PM VIA ZOOM 

A chance to think about everyday activities and 

the building blocks underpinning reading and 

writing.  The link will be circulated next week. 
 

STORY-TELLING, RHYMES AND READING  

We have sets of books with no or very few 

words, and story bags of interesting things, 

which we sometimes use in small groups.  

Children take it in turn to ‘read’ the story in the 

books by using the pictures or to tell stories 

based on the objects, combined with their own 

imagination and experience.  We also share 

nursery rhymes and songs, so we can all learn 

from each other.  

This all helps develop a sense of the rhythm and 

structure in a story, which is part of the 

framework they will need when learning to read.  

Story-telling and rhymes are a great way into 

reading and literacy.   

Some children are ready to read at an early 

stage of their lives and some aren’t, but 

listening to them telling their own stories as well 

as them listening to you reading really helps 

them to progress at their own speed. 
 

READING BOOKS – FUN FACT! 

If you read a book a day to your child, they will 

have read and listened to 1825 books by their 

5th birthday – or as it can sometimes feel, the 

same book 1825 times! 

(Comics and magazines are just as good as books 

for reading development, and some children 

much prefer them) 
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BAG 2 SCHOOL FUNDRAISER: 11 MAY 

Recycle unwanted clothing, paired shoes, 

handbags, belts & accessories and help us to 

raise funds for Playgroup (No uniforms, 

workwear, pillows, duvets, bedding, curtains, 

soft toys or pieces of fabric please) 

Fill as many large bin bags as you can and drop 

them off at Kineton Village Hall between 

7.00am and 9.00am on Tuesday 11 May. Please 

only drop off on that morning as there is 

nowhere to store the bags overnight. 
 

NO MOW MAY 

This is not just an excuse not to avoid cutting 

your lawn!  We are very dependent on 

pollinators to produce our food, and they are 

dependent on flowers (especially wild flowers) 

to produce their food.  The area of wildflower 

meadows in England has reduced by 90% in the 

last 50 years, and many wildflower and 

pollinator numbers have also decreased.  

Leaving a part of your garden wild delaying 

cutting your grass (no mow May!) and reducing 

the number of cuts in some areas will really 

help.  The area had the front of the playgroup 

fence was just building spoil, and since reducing 

mowing it is now yellow with cowslips and 

buttercups.  See what you can find!. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION  

Car park turning circle roundabout – one way system  

The car park is dangerous, especially at those times of the day when there are a lot of 

traffic movements. Do remember to treat the ‘island’ in the middle of the car park as you 

would a roundabout – it is a one-way system, going clockwise. Use the car parking spaces, even 

when you are doing a quick Breakfast Club drop-off, rather than stopping in the middle of the 

roadway. It may seem empty when you come in, but there are always lots of comings and 

goings at that time of the morning from other parents and deliveries as well as school and 

playgroup staff, and blocking the way doesn’t help anyone on a busy morning. 

Cars and hot weather 

In the hope we may continue with some warm weather, please remember that small children 

can dehydrate and become seriously ill (or even die) very quickly if they get too hot, so must 

never be left alone in cars or other vehicles. 

Sunshine: Remember – SLIP, SLAP, SLOP & STAY 

Do:  

 Cover shoulders and upper arms – with long sleeves (‘SLIP’ on a tee shirt) 

 give them a NAMED hat to wear (‘SLAP’ on a hat) 

 apply sun protection on your child before they come to playgroup and provide a bottle 

of named sun cream in their bag so that we can help them to re-apply later in the day 

(‘SLOP’ on the sun cream) 

 encourage them to play in the shade as well as the sunshine (‘STAY’ in the shade) 

Don’t:  

 let your child wear jellies, crocs or backless sandals at Playgroup – we have accidents 

every year when children ‘run out’ of their shoes and trip over! But DO remember socks 

for their Forest School days 

 leave children alone in cars  

 leave home without some water! 
 

IDEAS FOR ACTIVITIES AT HOME 

Make Playdough 

2 cups of flour, 1 cup of salt, 1 cup of water.  And mix! 

Children can help measure the ingredients. This will help them to understand that when more 

is added, the quantity changes. Think about using words such as bigger or more. Experiment 

by adding food colouring and exploring how the colour changes. Playdough is great for 

manipulative play. Try rolling, squeezing and giving the children shape cutters and rolling pins 

to shape the playdough. Add herbs or vanilla extract for a sensory addition.  

 

 Spring term 2021: Tuesday 05 January to Thursday 01 April 2021   

Summer term 2021: Monday 19 April to Wednesday 21 July 2021 

Half term: Tuesday 01 to Friday 04 June 2021 
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