
 

 

 

PROSPECTUS 
 

 

 

 

..learning through play ... to give every child the best start.. 



 
 

 



 
 

 

Welcome to Kineton Playgroup... 

...providing ‘professional, loving care’ to the children at our setting (Ofsted June 2008) 

 

Introduction  

Welcome to Kineton Playgroup and Kineton After School Club (KASC). Kineton Playgroup Ltd runs pre-school 

sessions for children from two years six months to five years old from 9am to 3pm and wrap around care from 

8am to 6pm during term time for children from three years old. Our provision is based on sessional care – 

mornings, afternoons, all day, before and after school. You can choose which and how many sessions your child 

attends; these can be increased or changed according to your circumstances and your child‟s development 

needs. We aim to be as flexible as possible subject to availability of places and planning for children‟s care and 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to find out more about us, please contact me and I would be delighted to show you around our 

setting and provide you with more information.  

 

 

Carol Hooper 

Playgroup Manager 

March 2012 

 

 

 

Kineton Playgroup is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 

expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment



 
 

 

The History of Playgroup 

 

Helen‟s Place was opened in September 2007 after many years of intensive fundraising, supported by large 

grants from the Big Lottery Fund and SureStart. In 2006, we received a funding award of £177,500 from the 

Big Lottery Fund and £50,000 from SureStart towards the cost of these building works.   We also raised 

£60,000 ourselves towards the project.  Before moving to this venue, Kineton Playgroup operated from the 

Methodist Hall in Kineton and had been serving the local community since 1967. 

We offer a safe, welcoming environment where children can learn through play. Our new building, Helen‟s Place, 

provides an excellent venue for our children, aged from 2 years 6 months to school age, to participate in a wide 

variety of activities, supervised by our experienced staff.  

The children‟s area comprises two large rooms, one of which is used as a general playroom and one as a quiet or 

„listening‟ room. We have an enclosed and secure garden with an extensive covered area, allowing activities 

outside in all weathers. We also have access to the school fields and our Woodland School facility, giving even 

greater areas for outdoor play and discovery. Together these make a wonderful outdoor classroom.  

We also run very popular Breakfast and After School Clubs for children aged from 3 to 11, on the same 

premises, and are delighted to see return so many familiar faces of children who have been to Playgroup and are 

now at school. 

Kineton Playgroup Ltd is a Community Playgroup run by a Board elected from parents. We are LEA registered, 

OFSTED inspected, a member of the Pre-School Learning Alliance and 'Investors in Children'. 

 

Our Aims 

Our overall aims are to:  

 Provide the children, parents and carers of the Kineton village community and surrounding area with 

quality, flexible and affordable care and education in a familiar setting during term time.  

 Provide safe, happy and enriching environments and experiences for all the children in our care. 

This was recognised in our most recent Ofsted inspection (June 2010) which noted „Children‟s behaviour is 

extremely good and this is acknowledged and rewarded by staff. Children show they feel extremely safe and 

secure in their surroundings.‟ 

 



 
 

 

The Staff and the Board 

Staff  

Our greatest asset is our very experienced and highly qualified staff. In our 2008 Ofsted inspection the 

„quality of teaching and learning was recognised as good‟. Many of our team of excellent early years and child 

care staff have been with us for more than ten years and have (or had) their own children with us. We operate 

a minimum ratio of 1 adult to 8 children (or 1 to 4 for children under 3 years old). Our team comprises of the 

centre manager, team leaders, SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) and a dedicated team of senior 

Playgroup assistants and assistants. All of our staff have recognised formal childcare qualifications, or are 

working towards gaining them, and undertake regular training to keep up to date with new initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board (management committee) 

Playgroup and Kineton After-School Club (KASC) are run by Kineton Playgroup Ltd, which is a charitable 

company (ie not for profit), limited by guarantee. Its directors come from the volunteer management board, 

largely made up of parents.   Board responsibilities include the administration of the charity, the employment of 

staff, financial management and fundraising.  The Centre manager also attends all Board meetings and meets 

weekly with the Chair to discuss issues as they arise.   The directors of the company are also charity trustees 

for the purposes of Charity Law and are known as members of the Management Board.    Each gives their time 

voluntarily and receives no benefit from the charity.   Training is given in financial management and business 

planning as necessary. 

The Board meets once a month. New Board members, and volunteers to help at specific events, are always 

welcome – please come and talk to us if you are interested. 

 

           



 
 

 

‘Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire’    William Butler Yeats 

What will my child do at Playgroup? 

A large part of our learning at Playgroup is through play – but the 

learning does not just happen by chance. The staff all put much 

thought into planning resources and activities and providing 

possibilities for learning, which is then supported and built upon in our 

environment. A good day is one where the children think they have 

spent all day „just playing‟ but we know what they have been learning in 

that time. 

We also try to cover a range of learning styles, for example by access to Woodland Schools or other outdoor 

play, or by more focused work/play in small groups. These can be organised or ad hoc. 

Timetabled small group times for each cohort of school starters begin in the spring term. The focus during 

these sessions is the first six aspects of Phase 1 of „Letters and 

Sounds‟, all aimed at developing speaking, listening and concentration 

skills. Progress through „Letters and Sounds‟ follows each child‟s own 

development stage and continues through into primary school. 

Children are encouraged to explore a range of different opportunities 

that are provided by Playgroup. All our activities are designed to 

increase children‟s self esteem and confidence. They also promote and 

develop social interaction and social skills. 

 

How will my child‟s experience prepare them for school? 

Kineton Playgroup has well established links with Kineton Primary School and other primary schools in the area 

in particular Moreton Morrell, Tysoe, and The Dassett. In the spring term children spend some time with 

Kineton Primary School reception class sharing stories together. The Playgroup manager and head of the local 

school, Kineton Primary, meet regularly for planning and assessment meetings. Members of staff also undertake 

some shared training which benefits greatly those children who attend KASC. 

In the summer term before each child starts school, there is close liaison with the primary schools, including 

completion of transfer profiles for each child. Reception class teachers are invited to visit the children in the 

Playgroup setting. Playgroup arranges at least two accompanied visits to their new class for children going to 

Kineton Primary School. Members of staff spend time in the local primary school, supporting the reception class 

throughout the year. 

How do we record your child‟s progress? 

We operate an open door policy and parents are always welcome to discuss with any member of staff how their 

child is getting on and any concerns they may have. We hold parent‟s consultation meetings each term where 

parents are able to make appointments and discuss their child‟s progress with a member of staff. Each child 

has a learning journal which includes formal and informal observations and photographs.  

 



 
 

 

The Structure of Playgroup Sessions (although timings can be approximate!) 

9.00 to 9.15am 

(12.00 to 

12.15pm) 

 Parents sign their children in and say goodbye 

 Chance to speak to session staff and key persons, collect letters and information 

and borrow books from the playgroup library 

 Children settle in and play indoors – a wide selection of toys and resources are 

always available 

9.15 to 9.30am 

(12.45 to 

01.00pm) 

 Children move into the „quiet room „ or „listening room‟ for register and news time 

 Children are encouraged to tell any news they might have or to show items they 

have brought from home (put in „the show basket‟) 

 An opportunity for early phonics and numbers learning eg counting rhymes, counting 

children or adults, recognising sounds or words 

 Time to discuss what is going to happen during the session/day – especially 

important if there are changes to the usual routine, or things to remember such as 

wearing hat on sunny days 

9.20 to 11.10am 

 (12.50 to 

2.40pm) 

 Any children going to Woodland Schools sessions leave the quiet room straight 
after the register has been called so they have time to get ready to go outside 
Children going to Woodland Schools enjoy activities at the Woodland School site  

 In appropriate weather conditions children may stay at Woodland School for longer 
sessions and eat their packed lunch there 

9.30 to 11.00am 

(01.00 to 

2.30pm) 

 Free play – children may choose their own activities, indoors or out 

 Special activities – sometimes special activities are planned within this time such as 

Woodland School sessions (see above), heuristic or sensory play, small group 

listening and learning activities, visits to the village or to the primary school, or 

gardening or cooking activities 

 Snack time also takes place within this time 

10.20 to 11.00am 

(1.50 to 2.20pm) 

 Snack time- a healthy choice of fruit and vegetables (sometimes those the children 
have grown themselves) or food the children have made is available along with 
water, milk or diluted fruit juice. A carbohydrate is also available during afternoon 
snack time. Small groups share snack time together while other children continue to 
play. 

 Children at Woodland School share their own snacks, which can include hot 
chocolate! 

11.00am 

(2.30pm) 

 Time to tidy up – everyone gets involved, sorting and putting toys away; any „works in 
progress‟ can be put away to finish later 

11.05 to 11.20am 

(2.35 to 2.50pm) 

 Everyone comes together  in the quiet room to talk about what they have done 

during the session, to listen to a story together, and to sing songs or rhymes 

11.20to 11.30am  Children staying for lunch wash their hands and get ready for lunch 

 Other children, staying for a „short‟ morning only, go home 

11.30 to 11.50am  Lunch time 

11.50am to 

12noon 

 After lunch children go into the quiet room or outdoors (depending on the weather 

and time of year) for free activities before either going home or the start of the 

next session 

12noon (3.00pm)  Children go home or stay to the next session – playgroup or KASC  

 Children staying for other sessions have activities in the quiet room 
 

Lunch times 

Children may stay for lunch when ready; they benefit from the social aspect of eating lunch together with their 

friends. Members of staff eat with the children and encourage children to eat their savoury food first. This 

helps to promote good eating habits and provides children with a great sense of independence 



 
 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage  

We follow the ethos of „Every Child Matters‟ and implement the national curriculum set out in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage document (EYFS). The Foundation Stage continues until the end of your child‟s reception year 

in school. Further details may be found at www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/eyfs 

The EYFS is divided into the four sections which express important principles underpinning effective practice 

in the care, development and learning of young children.  

A Unique Child – every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident and self 

assured 

Positive relationships – children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure 

relationships with parents and / or a key person. 

Enabling environments – the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children‟s development 

and learning. 

Learning and development – children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of 

learning and development are equally important and inter-connected. 

Areas of learning  

The areas of learning and development are divided into these following sections: these requirements are met 

through a balance of child initiated activities and planned adult guided work.   

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) ... children are provided with experiences and 

support which will help them to develop a positive sense of themselves and of others; respect for 

others; social skills; and a positive disposition to learn. 

 Communication, Language and Literacy (CLL) ... children‟s learning and competence in communicating, 

speaking and listening, being read to and beginning to read and write are supported and extended. 

 Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy (PSRN) ... children are supported in developing their 

understanding of problem solving, reasoning and numeracy in a broad range of contexts in which they 

can explore, enjoy, learn, practice and talk about their developing understanding. 

 Knowledge and Understanding of the World (KUW) ... children are supported in developing the 

knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world. Their learning is 

promoted through offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools safely; encounter creatures, 

people, plants and objects in their natural environments and in real life situation; and work with a range 

of materials. 

 Physical Development (PD) ... the physical development of young children is encouraged through the 

provision of opportunities for them to be active and interactive and to improve their skills of 

coordination, control, manipulation and movement. 

 Creative Development (CD) ... children‟s creativity is extended by the provision of support for their 

curiosity, exploration and play. They are provided with opportunities to explore and share their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings, for example, through a variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative 

and role play activities, mathematics and design and technology. 



 
 

 

Our Learning Environment 

In our Ofsted inspection in 2008, we were recognised as „providing stimulating activities ... to spark the 

children‟s interest‟. Our 2010 inspection reported our setting „positively promotes children‟s learning and well-

being‟ with staff being „particularly skilled in responding to children‟s conversations‟ to extend and promote 

their learning still further.  

We try to give every child with us the opportunity to develop their own interests and skills in the way most 

appropriate to them. This enables them to develop their own self image, confidence and independence. Children 

– and adults – learn in lots of different ways. They learn best when happy, relaxed and interested in what they 

are doing. We provide a range of opportunities to explore and develop, both within the general learning 

environment and in adult directed small group or individual play. This can range from providing resources such as 

sand, water, cornflour goo, clay or mud to specific activities or environments, such as Woodland Schools. 

 

What activities will my child take part in? 

Children have access to a wide variety of activities including: 

 

Water and sand play 

Through these experiences, 

children will start to use a range 

of mathematical vocabulary, 

including quantities and 

capacity, and concepts such as 

floating and sinking.   

 

 

ICT 

We are very fortunate to have a range of ICT equipment including beebots, 

digital cameras and computers. In 2008 Kineton Playgroup became the West 

Midlands regional centre (one of only 18 in the country) for AbilityNet‟s „Play At 

IT‟ project promoting the inclusive use of ICT for children with communication 

and language difficulties. Kineton Playgroup works closely with Warwickshire‟s 

Southern Area Integrated Disability Service (IDS) and with the Speech and 

Language Therapy (SLT) service to support all children who attend the setting 

and is recognised as „very inclusive‟ (Ofsted, June 2010). All children can access 

a range of computer programs that develop mouse and keyboard skills. We also 

have a range of software to support different areas of the curriculum. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Painting, drawing and modelling 

Adult directed activities introduce 

new techniques and ideas, which the 

children can then practice to develop 

their fine motor skills through 

cutting, drawing and modelling. Art 

work and photographs are on display. 

 

Our book areas 

You will often find a member of staff surrounded by children, all sharing 

books together – listening, discussing and enjoying our great collection of 

books. All of these books can be borrowed, taken home and shared 

together as part of our going home library.  

 

 

Role play and imaginative play  

The role play areas change regularly with 

a lot of thought put into creating an area 

that allows children to develop their 

imaginative play. This helps develop team 

work and co-operation. Recent ideas have 

included a home area, a museum and art 

gallery, a pirate ship and a post office! 

 

Heuristic play and sensory equipment 

Children have access to a range of equipment known as „sensory play‟ – this ranges 

from the special such as the bubble tube and dark den to the mundane of mirrors 

behind the hand washing sinks. We provide treasure basket and heuristic play 

sessions – using (mainly) natural items which child can touch, smell, listen to, 

examine, describe, sort and arrange without preset limits. These provide 

different experiences which all allow children to experiment on different levels 

without expectation of the right and wrong way to use any articles involved. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Outdoor area 

We have a fantastic outdoor area that allows children to develop their gross motor skills. We have a range of 

bikes and trikes that the children ride around our purpose built track that includes a bridge and zebra crossing. 

There is a great play house, sand and water trays, a sand pit that doubles as a stage, den building resources and 

play gym equipment among lots 

of other things!. Activities in all 

the outside areas complement 

and extend all the areas of the 

curriculum that the children 

experience inside but in a 

different environment and 

sometimes on a larger scale. 

 

Forest School (Woodland School)   

We are involved in the national initiative to extend children‟s learning in the outdoors. We have a designated 

site based in an outdoor space in woodlands within the school grounds, known as our Woodland School. Children 

visit in small groups led by experienced members of staff who have obtained Forest School qualifications. 

Activities at Woodland School develop over the time your child is at Playgroup and offer a range of experiences 

that increase independence, co-operation and team work. It generates feelings of freedom and both physical 

and mental well being. Please ask if you would like to come and see these activities in action.  

 

Experiences and trips 

In addition to our ordinary everyday activities some special one off events, as listed below, are arranged for 

the children, providing opportunities to develop self esteem, confidence and independence. 

 Christmas Play and Christmas party 

 Playgroup trips – Jephson Gardens, Leamington Spa and Mary Arden‟s Farm, Stratford upon Avon 

 Reunion tea parties in the autumn term for recent School starters 

 Sports Days 

 We welcome visitors from the community. Visitors in the past have included: puppies, baby lambs, a 

firefighter and a bomb disposal expert! 

 

Throughout the year children visit the local primary school, and are taken by staff for walks in the village to 

various shops, the library, and other places of interest.  



 
 

 

Kineton After School Club (KASC) 

 

We also run very popular Breakfast and After School Clubs for children aged from 3 years old. These operate 

every school day, with breakfast club opening at 8am. Members of staff take children from Breakfast Club to 

school ready for the start of the day, and then collect them from the school building for KASC at 3.15pm (or 

later if they are going to an after-school activity). Playgroup children can attend if they are over 3. There are a 

wide variety of activities on offer and some children ask to come even if their parents are able to collect them 

from school! 

 

Feedback from both children and parents is very positive, with particular thumbs up for snack time, the variety 

of activities on offer, and the safe, educational and fun environment. Role play and dressing up, the whiteboard, 

construction toys and outside play (including gardening, football and cricket) are very popular. In a recent 

parent questionnaire members of staff were commended for their hard work and friendliness. Several parents 

said that KASC compares favourably with their previous experiences of childcare and is a great community 

service. Children are also asked for their own views; one said that KASC is “cool”, another said that it is 

“exciting and exhilarating” and a third described it as “brilliant”. The older children apply for “jobs” such as 

librarian, snack monitor and maintenance engineer (checking games and toy parts are correctly put back 

together). An on going „wish list‟ allows children, parents and members of staff to make suggestions as to what 

activities and resources they would like to see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Other important information 

Parents as partners 

The most important part of any child care setting or environment is that both you and your child are happy. 

Ofsted (June 2010) rated the effectiveness of our engagement with parents and carers as „outstanding‟ -

„particularly strong are excellent levels of engagement ... with parents and carers , who feel very well informed 

by staff about the learning and welfare of their children and feel their trust in the setting is very well placed.‟ 

Members of staff are always available to talk. We are very keen to hear about your child at home too, please 

share their successes, developments and concerns with us. As part of this important relationship we run an 

initiative called rota person, described below. 

Playgroup rota person 

When your child has had a chance to settle in at Playgroup, you will be 

asked to perform a rota duty. This will involve coming to Playgroup with 

your child for a whole session to assist staff - by making snacks, playing 

with the children and tidying up. It‟s a great opportunity for parents, 

grandparents and younger siblings, to see what happens at Playgroup and 

to see how your child is getting on. There are guidelines about what you 

will do on the day and members of staff are always there to support you 

with any questions you may have. We have always found this to be a very 

valuable part of your child‟s time at Playgroup.  

Settling in  

You are encouraged to accompany your child to at least one session prior to them commencing their time at 

Playgroup. This allows you to share the experience with your child, explore the activities and resources 

together and meet the staff. 

Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Additional Needs  

We are proud to be recognised by Ofsted (June 2010) as „very inclusive‟; our experienced staff support 

children with a range of needs, including those with special educational needs or disabilities or those for whom 

English is an additional language. If you have any concerns about your child‟s development or progress, whether 

before they start or during their time at Playgroup or KASC, please come and talk to us. 

The safety of your child 

The safety and security of your child are of the upmost importance to us, recognised as „outstanding – 

safeguarding measures at the setting are exemplary‟ (Ofsted, June 2010). There are a number of procedures in 

place to ensure their safety: for example, locking gates at entrances to the wider school premises and 

Playgroup garden, a monitored door with a security code at the main Playgroup entrance and exit, a signing in 

and out system for all children, and a password system allowing children to be collected only by a parent or 

other authorised person.  In addition all staff and board members are subject to enhanced CRB checks. We 

work closely with external agencies that can support you and your child in different ways. Every child‟s 

wellbeing is paramount and we will uphold our responsibility and take action in your child‟s best interest if we 

have cause for concern. 



 
 

Fees 

Both Playgroup and KASC fees are reviewed annually. Current fees are shown on the loose leaf insert. From the 

start of the term after their third birthday, children of pre-school age are eligible for Nursery Education 

Funding. This offers access to pre-school (ie Playgroup) sessions for up to 15 hours per week for 38 weeks over 

the school year, free at the point of delivery. Fees are payable for all other Playgroup sessions and for all KASC 

sessions. We accept childcare vouchers from all voucher providers. As a charitable organisation, it is our policy 

to keep fees as low as possible. We are also able to offer reduced fees in specific circumstances – please speak 

to the manager in confidence if you would like to discuss this.  

Registration contract 

You will be asked to sign a registration contract when your child starts at Playgroup or KASC which outlines 

your obligations. This is reviewed annually. Please ask to see a copy on your visit; alternatively you can access it 

through our website. 

Term dates 

Up to date details of term dates for the current and future academic years are shown on our regular 

newsletters, on our website: www.kinetonplaygroup.org.uk and on the Warwickshire County Council website:  

www.warwickshire.gov.uk 

How to contact us 

Playgroup often provides the first step for your child away from a home-based environment. We aim to make 

that step as happy and secure as possible, to provide a firm base for your child‟s future development. Equally it 

is important that both you and your child are relaxed and content when they come to KASC sessions. The most 

important part of any child care setting or environment is that both you and your child are happy – come and 

visit us, talk to the staff and children, and try out some of the toys and activities. Contact us by telephone 

(01926 640010) or email (kinetonplaygroup@btconnect.com) to arrange a visit, or call in to see us at any time. 

We look forward to meeting you soon. 

 

    

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kineton Playgroup, Helen‟s Place, King John‟s Road, Kineton, Warwickshire, CV35 0HS 
 

Tel: 01926 640010 

e-mail:  kinetonplaygroup@btconnect.com 

www.kinetonplaygroup.com  
 

Centre Manager: Carol Hooper 

Administrator: Sally Flynn 

 

 

 

Kineton Playgroup Ltd is a company registered in England and Wales (Registered No. 5812933)  

Registered Office: Helen‟s Place, King John‟s Road, Kineton, Warwickshire, CV35 0HS 

Registered Charity Number: 1115513 

Ofsted registration number: EY359930 

Most recent Ofsted report: 23 June 2010 

Prospectus updated: March 2012 

 

Kineton Playgroup Ltd is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 

expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment 
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